
 

 

  

 

WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Name and date of 

Committee 

Cabinet: Wednesday 24 March 2021 

Report Number  Agenda Item No. 12 

Subject Oxfordshire Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy  

Wards affected ALL 

Accountable member Councillor David Harvey, Cabinet Member for Climate Change 

Email: david.harvey@westoxon.gov.uk 

Accountable officer Ness Scott, Climate Change Manager 

Tel: 01993 861344 Email: vanessa.scott@publicagroup.uk 

Summary/Purpose This report sets out the benefits of the Oxfordshire Electric 

Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy (OEVIS) and seeks a decision to 

adopt the Strategy. 

Annex Annex 1: Oxfordshire Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy 

Recommendation That the Strategy attached at Annex 1 be adopted.  

Cororate priorities ·    - To protect the environment whilst supporting the local economy 

·    - Working with communities to meet the current and future needs 

and aspirations of residents 

·    - To provide efficient and value for money services, whilst delivering 

quality front line services 

Key Decision No 



 

 

Exempt No 

Consultees/ 

Consultation 

Internal: The Strategy has been developed in consultation with 

the Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Group Manager for 

Commissioning; Planning, Biodiversity and Parking officers.  

Lead partner: The Council has been working closely with 

Oxfordshire County Council as the lead partner and project 

coordinator for the Strategy development.  

External: Active and low-carbon travel infrastructure was 

identified as a key priority following the Climate Action Survey 

and public consultation carried out by the Council in May 2020. 

EVCPs have subsequently been embedded within the Council’s 

Carbon Action Plan (October 2020) and Climate Change 

Strategy (February 2021).  

  

 

   



 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1. The Council has identified five key themes in its Climate Change Strategy 2021 – 

2025, which includes Active Travel and Low Carbon Transport.  One of the strategic 

objectives which will deliver against this theme is: 

“Delivering EV infrastructure across the district, at sites in Council ownership, meeting the 

policy ambitions and standards set out within the Oxfordshire EV Infrastructure Strategy 

(emerging) and target for 5% of local-authority-managed car-parking spaces providing EV 

charging by 2025. This is equivalent to 175 of the total 3,500 car parking spaces owned by 

the Council and includes public car parks, Council offices and commercial centres, depots, 

offices and industrial units to let. Consideration will also be given to the potential for electric 

bike- and scooter-charging hubs.”  

1.2. The Council has been working with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and the 

other Oxfordshire District and City Councils to develop a Strategy which will 

support a transition to zero-emission road transport: this is the Oxfordshire Electric 

Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy (OEVIS). This document has been developed by OCC 
in consultation with a cross-county Officer Working Group, Senior Officer Board and 

a Member Steering Group, with West Oxfordshire District Council represented at 

each of these groups. 

2. OXFORDSHIRE ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY 

2.1. Comprehensive, accessible and efficient charging infrastructure is essential in enabling 

the rapid adoption of electric vehicles, accelerated by the 2030 date for the end of 

petrol and diesel car sales in the UK. WODC has highlighted installation of electric 

vehicle charging infrastructure within its Climate Change Strategy 2021 – 2025 as 

essential in enabling a shift to low-carbon transport. 

2.2. The OEVIS sets out the policies and plans to realise the joint countywide vision for 

EV charging in Oxfordshire, whereby:  

 Residents, businesses and visitors in Oxfordshire will be confident they can 

recharge EVs conveniently, and in a manner appropriate for their needs.  

 Oxfordshire’s EV charging provision will develop to meet the needs of users 

now and in the future, and in doing so support Oxfordshire’s transition to 

decarbonising transport and improving air quality.  

 The OEVIS will put Oxfordshire’s councils in a strong position to ensure that 

those wishing to purchase an EV can access convenient charging; providing an 

operational approach to enabling and deploying charging infrastructure in 

Oxfordshire; and laying the foundations for future projects. 

2.3. The OEVIS initially identified an aspirational target of 5% of all Council car parking 

spaces being supplied with EV charging (as referred to in the WODC’s Climate 

Change Strategy 2021-2025). Consultation with the OEVIS Member Steering Group 

recently saw that target stretched to further demonstrate ambitions and so we see 

the OEVIS include: 

“The Councils will aspire to reach or exceed a target of converting 7.5% of local authority 

managed public car park spaces, to fast or rapid EV charging by 2025. 



 

 

These targets will apply across each Council’s entire parking estate to allow for challenges in 

very small or isolated car parks, and include some of Oxfordshire County Council’s ‘car park 

style’ on-road public car parking where appropriate.” 

2.4. On adoption of an OEVIS, the Council would look to amend its published Climate 

Change Strategy to align its ambitions. This would be done for purposes of 

consistency, to reflect the final version OEVIS and ambition agreed by Members 

working in partnership across Oxfordshire. 

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1. Adoption of the Strategy does not result in any direct financial commitments.  

Delivery of EV infrastructure will be achieved in part by the grant funded Park and 

Charge Project.  Any decision to install additional EV charging through a capital 

allocation will be subject to separate reports to Cabinet/Council, as appropriate. 

4. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1. The OEVIS sets out a Framework for delivery but there is no legal commitment 

placed on the Council. 

5. RISK ASSESSMENT 

5.1. Adopting the OEVIS and committing to the objectives within it could raise 

expectations for investment in EV infrastructure however there are already ambitions 

to deliver EV charging, within the Council’s own Climate Change Strategy and Carbon 

Action Plan. 

6. CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. The proposals within this report will have a direct, positive impact on the Council’s 

objective to reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality in line with measures 

for climate change mitigation and adaptation across the District. 

6.2. This project helps to deliver commitments within the Council’s Carbon Action Plan 

(October 2020) and Climate Change Strategy 2021 - 2025 (February 2021). 

7. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

7.1. The Council could choose not to adopt the Strategy but this may lead to lost 

opportunities to work jointly with the County Council on EV delivery and may 

reduce opportunities to access grant funding to support strategy delivery in the future 

8. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

8.1. Cabinet Report presented on Wednesday 17th February 2021: “Oxfordshire Park & 

Charge Project - Approval of Legal Agreements”   
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